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THE ECONOMIC IMPACT
OF GEOSPATIAL SERVICES:

HOW CONSUMERS, BUSINESSES
AND SOCIETY BENEFIT FROM
LOCATION-BASED
INFORMATION

alphapeta

BOX 11.

DIGITAL MAPS FOR URBAN PLANNING IN JAPAN

Japan'’s ageing and shrinking population has

led to a surge in urban revitalization projects in
recent years. This has led the Japanese Fukuoka
Prefecture to launch the “Urban Structure
Visualization Project”, which leverages the Google
Maps Application Programming Interface (API)
and Google Earth.

Traditionally, urban planning relies on national
census data and commercial statistics. However,
it is often impossible to bring piles of numbers
in tables and spreadsheets to life, making it
difficult for both government officials and
citizens to understand the full impact of urban
planning decisions.

The “Urban Structure Visualization Project”
overcomes this challenge. Using Google Maps
and Google Earth, planners can now combine

A
g

= 3
=

traditional data on population, retail sales and
transport with geographical maps to create a 3D
display of their urban-planning ideas. The new
visualization tool has allowed citizens and urban
planners to better understand the changing urban
structure and make more informed decisions on
critical planning issues.

Kentaro Akahoshi, a section chief in the Fukuoka
Prefecture’s Architecture and Urban Design
Department, praises the new technology: “After
the website opened, we received comments from
all parties that it was ‘easy to understand’ and
‘easy to use’. We have also received inquiries from
private companies. Initiatives to use this tool

to revitalize housing complexes in the suburbs
where the population continues to decrease
have also started in coordination with the
regional residents."?” %
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Publications Office
of the European Union EU DataViz News Contributors Programme Partners Visual recordings Posters Venue Contact

EU DATAVIZ 2019

Serving citizens through better data visualisation
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Juan Arevalo Torres
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