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The challenge to share

Gratitude for water

From Ono to Timor-Leste, France and all over the world !

Yosuke Kon/ONO-City, Japan

O BERDKBFELELSFLTRIMRZLTWASSEHRLET,

Thanks for you kind introduction, everyone gathered here today for your warm
welcome. Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen, I'm Yosuke KON, the Vice Mayor of
Ono City, Fukui Prefecture, Japan.
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O KK, KMEOREICEERT 570, HRIZEIFTIKADEIRLIELS
BAZTHEHTOET . KA BSAICCORAF—LEBML, —HEICHAEE
OTUNSHEZESFET DI, PoTELWELE,

It is my great honor to have this opportunity to present you Ono’s a concerted an
effort which is called “the Gratitude for Water“campaign, aiming to address water
related issues in the world. The city hopes that this Gratitude for Water” campaign
will be widely shared and promoted around the world. Today | hope to showcase
Ono’s approach and to attract new partners who wish to join our endeavor.




a new approach a new solution
.of social issues

O AELHMYBATHNSIKADERLIE, WhRPBIKEDRRATEHYE
HA REICIERELKEERRE—DLENTIL. KEHTEALAONIA
ABD, BRIZBEWTIH/NSGHAKRTHY . BoKBEEDOEMETYAL &S
BHENLBYER A T, EEEI DR EEANENS, —HRITONERIIEIE
H—REETINTT,

First and foremost, | would like to note that our activity is not a business for the
purpose of profit. The city of Ono has not even a single water-related enterprise.
What is more, as Ono is a relatively small municipality in Japan with a population
touching over 30.000, the city is not equipped with the energy to market its water
expertise. Furthermore, it is not approach for a one-way international cooperation
from developed countries to developing countries.

O COIK~ADRIRLIIF, HEIBWREH TAANE, BR S THLKREFICE

MoRFVTVSBITENOANERLDDIIR>T, HEDA-LLLETE

%ﬁf—(;tl.\oﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ#*LIE’%J:ﬁ‘o‘C(éu_tb\b ERICETERFEST-I
T,

The fact is that this activity is derived from a Japanese ancient value of caring,
helping and respecting each other, and that is deeply rooted in particular in rural
farming communities like Ono. We hope “the Gratitude for Water” will encourage
such value to be inherited in all the people in the world.
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So, the value of caring and respecting each other is very important to create a
spirit of togetherness, and we call it in Japanese “Yui” Spirit. When we look at the
agriculture history in Japan, our ancestors, mostly famers, worked together very
hard, cultivating and harvesting crops and products. This is very much about “Yui”
spirit, and was essential for them to survive. Unfortunately, | have to admit that
today Yui spirit has not maintained so much as it should have, but in Ono, we are
very proud that our “Yui” spirit is surviving. So our role is to encourage its value to
be maintained to attain our ultimate objectives of solving water problems the
world has faced.
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So, I'm optimistic about what we have in front of us with Yui spirit, as we believe
Yui could be a “game changer” in a way that it will have a positive impact on giobal
efforts to solve the water problems. | am so excited about presenting you our
vision toward Yui at this grand occasion.
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We are currently engaging in two water related projects with two different
countries, one is Timor Leste, another, France.
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As for Timor Leste, with the campaign called the Carrying water project, Ono
citizens have committed with the international contribution to offer a greatest
opportunity for making a difference in the water environment in Timor Leste, which
in turn will a positive impact on Ono citizens themselves, rising awareness about
their own water preservation.

O ZLT.COFMDAHEEL T, 7R EDEEMRIBES-CEM, ROR
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Our second step was to partner with France to promote further the Carrying
Water Project
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First | would like to present you about our relationship with Timor-Leste.
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Ono’s Yui spirit is based on what has happened in the past. Today Ono is blessed
with abundance of its spring water, but it was not always the case in the past. You
know what? Ono has the histories of droughts. To overcome and preserve the
tradition of their water culture, Ono’s citizens united with the Yui spirit. The
experience of struggle reaffirmed the importance of Yui and water. This common
sentiment among the citizens made them want to reach out to people who have
been placed in a disadvantaged environment in terms of water resources

O TORBLZERIETI A TRAFHAEEZEDHT, =7 RHELT. 7
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Taking pride in its water and Yui spirit, the city decided to partner with UNICEF to
provide financial support to construct water systems in Timor Leste whose children
have been placed in the most disadvantaged condition in Asian region in terms of
the access to improved drinking water. As per agreement with UNICEF, Ono has



collected donation equivalent to 100,000 US dollars for the second constative year.
That is not a smali amount for such a small city like Ono, but we have conducted
successful fundraising. This is the magic of “Yui” spirit. This is the magic of our pride
in water culture.
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| believe that the Ono’s movement of the “Gratitude for water” conforms fully
with this years’ World Water Forum theme, “Sharing Water “ And | believe that this
is the special dynamic that create togetherness.



O s, ChiZKEMD—ANGHELTEHYEEA .. COREEECTAE
FNERTIE-ILEDIZFRIE, AOFDOEERIEAEA, TS5
LHYRABEMERNAROKBOTRIZESTH, JF-iF HOBEEEBLINT
NAZOENHRNELGH>TWVET . Thabhb, KBERTAE—ILEDBITELVE
DTY,

Now we would like to speak on a little bit background. Ono has been experiencing
population decline, coupled with aging society. Having said that, associating with
Timor Leste has inspired with citizens to have a more open discussion about what
we need to transform the city a dynamic and vibrant, which our children desire to
reside permanently.

Not all of them, but generally speaking, people in Ono have long been
characterized by words such as “decreed”, “reserved”, or “modest”. So creating
togetherness with Timor Leste means a lot to Ono people, giving them a
consciousness about their own assets and legacy in water. This is how Ono and
Timor-Leste are giving and helping each other.
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In the context of pursuing the project, young people have started to think more
seriously than ever to deal with the demographic transition and to make the correct
action to revitalize our community. Various measures are currently in place to
promote the movements. One group has established a new operation of a kind of
cause related marketing to raise donation by selling Timor-Leste’s coffee; Others are
local sweet shops that have developed new products used Ono’s clean water. and
others organized events to give everyone a taste of delicious products made of



Ono’s water.
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Again, contacts with Timor-Leste has been very stimulating for Ono’s citizens
because foreigners don’t often visit Ono. When Ego Lemos, a national educational
adviser and a famous Timor-Leste musician, came to Ono, to sing songs and give
lectures in primary schools, children had a delightful time. Many citizens now wish
to travel and exchange with people in Timor-Leste; some of them say they want to
teach their technical skills of water supply management, which has historically
developed in Ono, so that local people can maintain their own water supply system
implemented by the partnership between Ono and UNICEF.
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Moreover, for the Tokyo 2020 Olympics and Paralympics Games, Ono city is
preparing to host athletes from Timor-Leste. A wide variety of association with
Timor-Leste will continue in the future, and I'm sure that it will bring about many
benefits for both Ono and Timor-Leste.
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Turning now to our relationship with France, we are so proud to announce to all of
you that we found a partner for promoting and spreading the idea of “Gratitude for
water” throuhg the jorney to France and through discussions with local authorities
heavily involved in water activities. Thanks to the Embassy of France in Tokyo and
the French Ministry for an Ecological and Solidary Transition recommended us.

The fact that Ono received possitive feedback from France, which has been
spearheading an effort to address water issues in the world, has made us more
confident in promoting our activities further.
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We learned that all the water related activities in France are based on the
principle "decentralized cooperation “which constitute the idea of caring and
respecting people on top of their precious water source. This is surprisingly akin to
our philosophy of YUI spirit. So, | am convinced that our partnership with France
will find a breakthrough in solving water issues on the globe.
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Now I am so honored to introduce Mr. Gilles D'ETTORE, Mayor of the city Agde
as a President of Herault—-mediterranean community agglomeration, a participant
of the Forum today, who is the most sympathetic and has same languages with
Ono when it comes to the idea of sharing “the Gratitude for Water”. We regard
Mr. Gilles D’ETTORE as a precious partner for ONO. The city of Agde is currently
involved in a project of the implementation of the sanitation facilities for people in
Tata, Morocco with UNICEF and the Government of France.
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In March this year, in the presence of the Embassy of France and the Ministry of
the Environment of Japan, Herault-mediterranean community agglomeration and
Ono signed a declaration of intention to create the basis for dealing with water
problems. For example, using pedagogical materials for water education or sharing
with our knowhow. The partnership with Herault-mediterranean community
agglomeration will give us a new insight into the promotion of our water movement
in a positive manner.
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At this point | would like to extend our deep appreciation to all the companies and
organizations that have been supporting our initiative, including those who donated
for the additional printing of the “Book of Water” which is previously mentioned,
and to the companies helped us publicize our movement and network
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From the scale of Ono city, the continuation and development of this
international activity has only become possible by the understandings and
cooperations extended by our partners. The more people who join together and
the more support we have, the higher we raise the projects ability to overcome
social carriers.
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Now, going back to the point that | made at the beginning of my speech, I have
come today with an objective to seek the partners. We welcome everyone who is
willing to work to promote the idea of sharing the “Gratitude for Water” with a
unique and creative manner in each respective field.
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[ have a dream that everyone who feels common mission and responsibility in
solving world water problems will one day unite together for the establishment of
a “Gratitude for Water Platform”. If that happens, Ono is willing to play a leading
role in promoting and keeping the platform meaningful to the world.

O ZOIKADBRRLISYRI74+—L1DEENL. 20305 [ F1-SDGs (¥
AREGRAR B E) OFERICHITTL., FHICHE6 DS HICHE N T, AN EEL
THHZEOH TLL=ODREBESLLVET IV —REGBTETLES,

And | believe that the activity of this “Gratitude for Water Platform” will become a
wonderful model for achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by
2030, especially in the 6th goal, clean water and sanitation.




hip:/ /www.carrying-water-projecrip/en/
yusui@city fukui-ens.lg jp
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If you embrace our philosophy, we can work together to develop to share the
“Gratitude for Water “which stands on the “Yui” spirit as humanities, sharing and
kindness.

I'm looking forward to speaking further with you all.
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